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DETAILS 



TITLE OR CAPTION 

Loo IUrvey Oswald 

Assassination of President 
John )t\ Konnedy 


Extensive inve otiga ti ofv! c oriiact o d thus far has failed 
to establish that the FOR CUBA COMMITTEE’ 1 

had offices at $hh Camj^fjre Orlo an n . It has 
likewise boen impoa s f in^- any one who recalls 

evor seeing Leo Harvey Oswald at this address* 


~?ATT,S Or INVKSTIG AT ION 


Reference is made to reports dated 12-3-63, submitted by SA A. G. Vial and covering 
investigation conducted during tho period November 22, 1963/ through December 2, 
by S A * s A* G* Vial, Anthony E. Gorrets, arid Roger D. Counts, as woll as SAIC. John W. 

, Hipo'. 

'• ‘V? *• .. 

Gh Pages lU and 15 of the above -mentionod report, corrmont was made on tne a across 
n 5!ui Camp Stroet, Now Orleans, La. u , which appeared on soiae of tho literature in tho 
possession of Loo Harvoy Oswald when ho was arrested by mombors of the Now Orleans 
Police Department on 6-9-63 for lighting with several Cubans. Mention of the address 
u 51dU Camp Street ,l is also xnaao on Page 2 of my report of 12-U-63, ^ covering investigati 
conducted by SAIC John Vi* Rico and myself during tho poriod November- 23-2?, 1963* 

.. O 

On 12-1-63, reporting agent interviewed Mr. Arnosto N. Rodrigue-z, Sr*, 1205 St. Charlep 
Avenue, New Orleans - Tclophonox 523-3720. 

been m ^ 

Mr. Rodriguez, Sr. is 72 years of ago, having/born in Havana, Cuba on u-lp-91. ..r. 

Rodriguez stated that ho attended tho Chenot institute . (no longor existent) at new 
Orleans, completing a high school course and specializing in English* Tnis was aoout 
1907. He said ho subsequently attended tho Soulo business College, dew Orleans, 
graduating therefrom in Sopt umber, 1909, having co;i.pletod a 2-year commercial aov-rse. 

Ko said no returned to Cuba and subsequently o . ^ao-ishod him3olf in tho wnosesalo 
electrical business. He said ho continued c;*.o uloctrical business in r.^vana until 
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i n the case of these lengthy Secret Service reports, where despite the best 
investigative efforts information useful in reconstructing the story of Os- 
eeld in New Orleans does appear, the Conxaission was satisfied to have nothing 
but illegible reports. Those in its 26 volumes are little better than these. 
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November, I960, ^.en Castro confiscated all of hio assets, including his homo in 
Havana, hi3 country estate outside of Havana, -nnd all of Mu other proportion, bank 
account, ©to. 

Mr. Rodriguez, Sr, statod that Sergio Arcacha Smith, mentioned on Pa L ,o 1$ of EA 
Vial 1 s report of 12-3-63, vas formerly tho Now Orleans delegate of tn© Cuoan Revolu- 
tionary Council, with offices at 5>li)4 Camp Street- , Moor //6, second floor, New Orleans, 

La. He said that Arcacha was "fired" from hir. .-.on as New Orleans delegate to 

tho "C R C" by the organization's main office „n . because practically all Cubar.3 

in New Orleans were against Arcacha and hi;* acwivi^ioa - not because ho was cooperating 
with Castro but because of his dishonesty. According to Mr, Rodriguez, Arcacha was 
misappropriating the organisation's funds. Mr. Rodriguez was of tho opinion that 
Arcacha nay. possibly be now in Miami but not at all certain as to this. 

Mr. Rodriguez, Sr. stated that Carlos Ouiroga, mentioned on Pages lU and 20 of SA 
Vial's report of 12-3*-63 knew Arcacha well and was with him frequently (vory close 
connection) at 5hi\ Camp Street. Mr. Rodriguoz did not know what happened to Quiroga's 
connection with Arcacha after the latter vas fired* 

• . j 

Mr* Rodriguez stated that Arcacha made frequent visits to the office of Ronny Caire, 
then locatod at 705 CagalJ. Bldg., New Orleans. Ho said Ronny Cairo was tho principal 
organizer of the organization known as "CRUS ACT, TO FREE CU3A COMMITTEE", with head- 
quarters at Ronny Caire 's office ond not at $h\\ Camp Street. lie said that Ko 4i ny Caire 
had prevailed upon Arcacha to join or Deco mo a part of the "CRUSADE TO FREE CUjA 
COMMITTEE" and that Arcacha vas conneoted with tho "CRUSADE" even after he was fired 
as New Orleans delegate to the "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL", against the opinion of 
the Cubans. 

According to Hr. Rodriguez, Sr., Carlos Quiro&a vas not an actual member of either the 
"CRUSADE TO FREE CUBA" or the "CUBAN REV GLUT XuN ARY COUNCIL" but participated in meetings 
held for the purpose of promoting unity among or between the several local anti-Castro 
organizations such as the "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" and the "STUDENTS * REVOLUTIONARY 
DIRECTORATE . " 

Mr, Rodriguez, Sr. stated that the "CRUSADE TO FREE CUBA COMMITTEE" was founded pri- 
marily to raise funds with which to buy arms and supplioa for use by the "CoBAE 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" and that the "CRUSADE" haa no actual revolutionary activities 
of any kind against Castro. Re added that the "CRUSADE" was, however, definitely 
opposed to Castro and would offer cooperation in tho overthrow of Caetro. 

Mr. Rodriguez, Sr* stated that Ronny Caire haa a quantity of pamphlets or circulars 
printed, which he had distributed by hand, sbliciting funds for the "CRUSADE TO FREE 
CUBA COMMirTEE." According to Mr, Rodriguez, Ronny Caire showed that contributions 
were. to be cent either to 5Ui Camp Street or to tho Post Office box of Sergio Arcacha* 

Mr* Rodriguez, Sr, said that he had novor soon Oswald in his life and only know tint 
Oswald had had a fight vith Carlos Bringuior and two other Cubans on Canal Street, Lev 
Orleans, for which he had been arrested on 8-9-63# Ho said that he had no idea why 
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$ * • " 

W the "FAIR PLAY FOR CUBA COMMITTEE" va3 using tho address of 5hU Ca mp Street, Mow 

]i! Orleans, Corner address of the "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, " an anti-Caatro organi- 

• nation, vrhereas the "M P C C" vao pro-Castro. Mr. Rodriguez said ho did not know of 

anyono who had belonged to the M F P C C, M 

Mr. Rodriguos stated that rocont newspaper articlon had indicated that Oswald's former 
c landlady at New Orleans had stated that Oswald 1 **? wife often attended meetings at New 
Orleans, yet she could only speak Russian, giving rise to the suspicion, in Mr. Rodri- 
guez's mind, that there must ha^o been other Russian speaking persons attending such 
meetings. (Subsequent to this interview with Mr. Rodriguoz, Sr., reporting agent con- 
tacted Mrs. Jesse J. Garner, 1*911 Magazine St., Now Orleans, Oswalds former landlady. 
She denied having made any statements to tho effect that Oswalds wife had frequently 
attended meetings at New Orloans, explaining that, as far as she know, Oswald's wife 
very seldom left their apartment And when she did leave tho apartment it was mostly to 
go to a neighborhood grocery to buy bread, milk, and itom s of that nature. Mho said 
she did not know of anyone who would have looked after Mrs. Oswald's l£ year old child 
while she would have been Attending such mootings. It was her definite belief that 
lira. Oswald did not attend any such meotin/ n and certainly not on a frequent basis.) 

*• • j 

On 12-1-63 interviewed Mr. Manuel Gil, 912 Mgania St., New Orleans - Telephone* 
9i*l*-117T, mentioned on Pago 1$ of SA Vial's report of 12-3-63* Mr. Gil stated that he 
did not know Oswald personally and had never seen him. He said he had soon photos of 
Oswald on television and in newspapers since President Kennedy's assassination. 

]{ Kr.’G il stated that he has been a mombor of the "CUBAN RKVuLUTIONAnY CuUNCXL" for aocut 
the past two years. He said that this organization formerly had offices at SuU Ccmo 
St., 2nd floor, for about six months during 1961-62; that Sergio Area c ha Smith hue. seen 
\ the New Orleans delegate to the "C R C." He said that Luis Rovol, Arnesto N . Rooriguez 
' Sr., Arnesto N, Rodriguez, Jr.,* Sorgio Arcacha Smith, and himself were authorise to 
sign checks in behalf of the "C R C", as was Carlos J. Grimador, CPA. 

Mr. Gil stated that Corliss Lamont, publisher of tho booklet entitloa "The Crime 
Against Cuba" is a notorious Communist or so he has heard. Ho also stated that tho 
"FAIR PLAY FOR CUBA COMMITTEE" i3 a well-known Communist front and is directed from 
i Havana . 


Manuel Gil stated that he is presently employed as Production Manager by 'Til?; 

■ i INFuRMAT I ON COUNCIL OP THE AMERICAS", explaining that he makes tape recordings of 
information received from refugees from Communist countries, which recordings are 
: f broadcast in Latin American countries, no indicated that soma of these recordings are 
1 : also used in sar# Louisiana schools, "THE INFORMATION COUNCIL OF THE AMERICAS, INC." 
has offices at 620 Gravior Street, New Orloans - Telephone* £23-36lu. 

• On 12-2-63 interviewed Kr. Luis Ravel, 1*651 Harighy St*, New Orleans - Telephone: 
282-7931 (next door). This is aotually the telephone number of Charles I. Camp, Mr. 
Ravel's son-in-law. 
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**xv - Ravel ctatod that ho was formerly connected with tho "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY C0Uv« >-»IL* n 
$Uh Camp St., Row Orleans, and had become tho Row Orleans dolegate to this organization 
vticn Sorgio Arcacha Smith was "fired" from that position. Mr. Havel eaid ho had never 
soon Loo Harvey Oswald personally and could furnish no Information about him. 

Ravel was shown a copy of tho booklet ontitlod n The Crime Against Cuba 11 but couici^ 
furnish no information as to vLy tho rubbor stamp imnro3cion "F P C C 5UU Camp *>i » 
ORlitANS, LA . " appeared on thi3 booklet. ♦ 

Mr. Ravel stated that the "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" had left behind quite a few 
propaganda leaflets or pamphlots at j\iU Camp Street when they moved from that aocress, 
at which time the headquarters for this organization wcro.movod to hia home at L 63 'l 
Marigny St., New Orleans. 

hr. Ravel stated that Billy Monteleonc, of tho Xonteleone Hotel,* New Orleans, had been 
Chairman and Sponsor of the "CRUSADE TO KILE CUBA . CuC-1 ITTEK." 

f! Mr. Ravel stated that Sergio Arcacha Smith had a poor reputation for honesty insofar 
: as financial matters were concerned; that Arcacha wa3 ou3poctod of having embozzlod 

• | some of the ,£ands of the "CUBAN RIVOLUVIuNARY COUNCIL." He said that Arcacha had 

If allegedly gone to Miami about a year or so ago after he had been fired as delegate at 
New Orleans by the "C R C." 

On 12 - 2-63 reporting agent received a telephone call from Mr. Arnosto Rodriguez* Sr. 

He pointed out that the "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" had moved from '^Ixh Camp Street* 

New Orleans* better than ljj? years ago, vhereas it appeared that the activities of the 
"PAIR PLAY FOR CURA CO'.^ITTKB" here apparently occurred during July and August* 1>*63. 

jOn 12-2-63 reporting agent also received a telephone call from Mr. Luis Ravel. He 
! stated that he had looked up come records and determined that he took over as delegate 
jfor the "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL," New urloots, in February, 1962, and a short timo 
.'thereafter moved this organization's office from 5UU Camp Streot to his homa. Re said 
jiihat the "CRUSADE TO FRF.E CUBA COMMITTEE" was organized shortly thereafter and lasted 

• il only about a month or so. Kr. Ravel stated that the "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" is 

still in existence* the present delegate being Mr. FRANK BARTES, l60S Mason Smith Ave., 
-Metairie, La. - Telephone: 835-3U62,*' who maintains tho organization's office ao his 

-home. Mr. Ravel also stated that Carlos Bringuier had also been a member of the "CUBAN 
i REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" but is now a delegate for the "STUDENTS' REVOLUTIONARY LIRECY ORATE* 
? at New Orleans. 

* During interviews with Luis Ravel ho informed me that he had left *«ow Orleans aoout a 
r, ‘year or so ago and gone to Venezuela to take part in tho anti-Castro movements in that 
T] country; that he overtaxed his strength by working too hard in such activities and 
suffered what could be classed as a nervous break-down. He is said to be presently 


i' 


under the caro of a psychiatrist and to have divorced himself from any anti-Castro 


| activities whatsoever because of his health. 

On 12-2-63 called at tho office of tho Hotol* Motel, and Restaurant Employees' Union* 
Local £166* located at 5hh Camp St., Hew Orleans, where X interviewed nr. Robert Davis 
Ungre* Secretary-Treasurer, and Mrs. Helen McCarthy, Office Secretary* with negative 
results. They statod that they had never soon Leo Harvey Oswald and know nothing of tho 
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"FAXR ?1 tx FOR CUBA CuKITTEE" cvor boing at this addrwoo. 

On 12-2-63 called at the office of \su.-~ji..U'.« of Otroot hiectrio --Ltvty * 

Koto? Coach Employees of America, All.- C..., Uvioloa 117k, v^th olilcea on the co.-al 
floor at 5LU Canp St., New Orlo&ns, interview in/: Hr. George On/, Prc..j .on.. • • */ 
stated that ho h^a in Hew Qrloana for .,■>» .1 throe years; that he coos no, reo^A 

ever seeing Lee Harvey Oswald in the Newman R'.Uding located at /JU ytree- or cl 

where in New Orleans; further, that ho had never heard of the *AIK p LAI FOR C hik 

caairrs?.." 

At approximately 2:00 P. M. on 12-2-63 reporting agent telephoned Ronny Caire, Adver- 
tising Agency proprietor, with offices at his home located at 616 Duiaamo -t.i ™ 
Orleans, hr. Caire stated that Sergio Arcacha Smith had at one time been a eexc^ate t 
the "CUBA:; REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" at Now Orleans. He said that funds collected b/ t .e 
"CRUSADE TO FRETS CUBA ROfSllTTRE" wore deposited in the VPnitney National dnnVr, •• • 

Orleans; that the drive to raise funds was not too successful and the cr-isanc Cridu / 

"folded up." He said he knew nothing of I.ee Harvoy Oswald ever having any co.nec^i^.s 
vith the address at 5^i Camp Street, Now Orleans* 

Cn 12-2-63 reporting agent interviewed A r. VJillisv, A » .-lontoleone, President , ^»onoel^ono 
Hotel, Now Orleans. Ho stated tha the had bean persuaded by a number of his ,ricacj ta 
Vein the "CRUSADE TO FjftrS CUBA CQHXITTRI." -nd that he was chosen as uenor^^Caa^.an^ 
of the organisation. Mr. Montcloonc stated that the "CRUSADE TO i'RE_. CUaA eO- : .-.Xiir^^ 
was organized to raise funds in support of the "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY ^COUnCu. ; tha 
' wa- soon realized that all of the funds raised by the "CRUSAiE iu rTuai, CdnA Cuvuiw- 
! ,-cre being -used to defray expenses incurrod by the "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" such 
! as newspaper, television and radio publicity, etc., etc. Ho stated that interest in 
1 the "CRUS ATE TO FREE CUBA CCC3XTTEE" soon faded and the organization folded up. ur, 

• Koateleone could furnish no information re Leo Harvey Oswald. 

On the afternoon of 12-2-63 contacted Hr. Sam Newman, 1337 Kithra St., New Orleans, 
owner of the “ovman Building located at Shii Camp St., New Orleans, and had him come to 
the office for interview. During the interview Hr. Newman stated that ^ho "CubAJ. 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" had occupied office space in Room £6 of the Newman Building iron 
October, 1961, through February, 1962; that the office occupied by them rented for ^ ■ 
i' 1 C$0.00 per. month; that the »C R C" failed to pay their rent monthly and owed him abou. 

• % 3250.C0* in back rent vfcen they moved. He stated that on L-3-63 «'**•. Carlos 0 . urinadur, 

• j Certified Public Accountant, Audubon 31dg., New Orleans, who acted as Accountant for 

'] the “CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY CffiMITTES" on. a voluntary basis, drew him a chec-c lor .jlLIaJ.oj 
' in part payment of the rent owed by. the "C R C" and that ho received no further payments 
from them. Hr. Newman statod that Sergio Arcacha Smith and Carlos Quiroga were con- 
nected with the "C R C M % 

y- jj e wwci stated that tho "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" loft a lot of literature in 
their offico when they movod from tho Newman Building; that when thoy failed to ru.ura 
for it ho had it disposed of 'ey turning it over to tha Salvation Army or seme such 
organization. Hr. Newman was shown a photograph of Loo Harvoy Oswald but stated tha. 
co*old not recall ever cooing Oswald anywnero* 
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~~~ Mr. Newman stated that whon tho “CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" vacatod the Newman 

Building they failed to surrender the keys to tholr office, adding that they had had 
several set 3 of keys to the office. He said that about ten days or two weeks after tho 
Cubans had moved, ho had occasion to visit tho Newman Building one day and on that 
occasion ho sw a young vhito man unlocking tho door to tho office formerly occupiod by 
the "CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL. M ilo said he ackod this follow what ho was doing and 
he remarked that he was taking ovor the office, whore upon Mr. Newman told him that tho 
offico had been closed and that tho “CUBAN KKV CLLYIONARY COUNCIL" no longer had offlco 
space in the Newman Building and that he would have to leave. Ho said there were no 
indications that the fellow had usod tho office previously, Mr. Nevaian described this 
individual as: v:hite; malo; 22/2U; 5-9 h 1^5 lbs.; fair complexion* light brown or 

blond hair; spoke with a Spanish accent. 

Mr. Newman stated that when last coen, Sorgio Arcacha Smith claimed to bo selling 
♦ life insurance. The name SERGIO ARCACHA is listed in the 1962 New Orleans city directory 
with address at Ii523 Duplessis St. His vifo*s name io shown as "Mar iso L. M and his 
occupation is shown as "Clerk." Tho abovo address is located in a housing development 
known as "Parkchester Apartments *" 

Mr. Newman stated during this interview that one Jack S. Martin, who lives at the c omr 
or Esplanade Avc. and N. jPrieur St., had brought Corglo Arcacha and Carlo3 Vuiroga to 
hin and recommended then' to him as prospective tenants. We said that Martin had also 
brought then to Mayor Victor f.chiro, New Orleans, and had helped thorn to get a charter 
or permit to operate in New Crloans. He said that on one occasion Quiroga appeared to 
^ have a short wave radio transmitter which b© was trying to repair. 

Kr. Newman stated that he ha 3 not rented any offices to now tenants in tho hevrinan 
Building, Skh Camp Street, since about September, 1962. He could furnish no information 
as to why the rubber stamp impression n P P C C $hk Camp ST. NW ORLEANS, LA." appeared 
in the booklet "The Crime Against Cuba" vfoich had been recovered from Oswald when he 
was arrested at New Orleans on 8-9*63* 

Mr. Newman stated that somoone phoned him about three months Ago and wanted to rent 
'offices.. .for night meetings and wanted to make an appointment to meet him. ne said 
nothing transpirited as a result of this tele phono call, he also stated that about 
four or five months ago another fellow (value; male; about 37/38; 5-11; medium build; 
light olive complexion; dark eye3j dork brown nair) cans to soo hin about routing an 
office which he wanted to use for night classes in Spanish, ho said this office rented 
for 630. GO per month and the subject paid hin $30.00 rontal and camo back the same 
weak -end to see him. Ho said this fellow later told him he had not recruited sufficient 
students and that ho no longer wanted the space, ae told iAr. Newman to keep t he v30.00 
which ha had' paid him a3 rental. 

Curing tho lato afternoon of 12-2-63 reporting agent intorviowed Hr. Rorrny C^irc, 6i6 
Du’taihe St., New Orleans, where he resides and whore he also operates an a evert i sing 
agency. Mr. Cairo stated that he seemed to recall Oswald applying for a job with his 
agency while he had offices at 70ii-5 Cif.ali Bldg., corner Camp and Canal Sts., new 
Orleans. He said thi 3 was several months ago and about tho time Oswald had a radio debate 
over Radio Station WLSU, New Orleans, in August, 1963* He said this was the only time 
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V, ,..4 „, an Oswald and f or that roaoon he could not bo positive in identifying Oswald's 
tat IZ man ho had in mind. Mr. Cairo could furnish no information 
re Oswald using Camp Street as an addrosa. 

Curing the intorviow with Kr. Ronny Cairo, ho ntntod that Corgio Arcacha may be^wanted 
on z\«r Act charge; that Arcacha allegedly drovo a car from New Orleans to diani. 

Cn 12-5-63 reporting agent interviewed Kr. Robert E. Dovolle, Director of rin.nnco, 

Stv of^-cw Orleans^ also Kr. Joseph Orlosh, Secretary to the Director of franco, to 
•-» whether the "FAIR PUT FOR CtJBA COMMITTEE" had applied for a permit from tno 
City* of Sew Orleans to oporato in New Orleans. It was found that this org^n za>.icn wa 
not Ox record with tho Director of linc*nce. 

On 12-6-63 SAIC Rico inquired of FBI Special Agent Paul Alker, Now Orleans, as to the 
I -csults of any investigation which they may have conducted in an attorn, t to con.u.ct 
cSXL.-s y , CCr.MITTEF.” with the cadroos $lw Coinp 

! S-ltLT £ AltS advised that they had cheeked thl. an c lo cut thov»«hljr 

but with negative results. 

OPTjD T.F. ADS 

: The overall investigation with reference to I.ce Harvey Oswald is ^ “Otiwod at 
i New Orleans and in the 1 ' event any information is developed which would place him a 
5 Mj. Camp St., Mew Orleans, it will be the subject, of anothor report. 
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